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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) social and economic status of farmers in Pak
Tho District of Ratchaburi Province, (2) the process of Para rubber planting and maintenance; and
(3) problems and suggestions of farmers on the guidelines of appropriate extension and development
for para rubber plantation. The population in this study was 301 farmers who had Para rubber
plantation in Pak Tho District of Ratchaburi Province, 172 samples were sampling random. The data
were collected by interviewed. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data including
frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation, and range.The
findings of this study were as follows: (1) the number of male farmers was similar to the number of
female. The average age was 50.51 years. They were married. Their education level was higher than
primary level. They were a member/client of the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives.
The majority of Para rubber plantation were in growing period, with no rubber produce. The farmers
usually grew pineapples in the Para rubber plantation. Most of their income deriving from gardening
and non-agricultural occupations. The average total income was 406.707 Baht/year. The average
farming expense was 128,219.76 Baht/year. The average farming area was 43.39 rai (1 rai = 1,600
square meters). They started to plant Para rubber trees during 2007-2010 using their own capital. The
average period of their experience in Para rubber plantation was 6-10 years. The average of their own
land used for Para rubber plantation was 24.25 rai. The Para rubber plantation was done on the plain or
the hilly areas on loose sandy soil or loose pebble soil which they used to grow crops in the past. The
water supply mostly depended on the rain. The water sources were ponds/pools which they did by
themselves. The number of the labor was 1-2 persons. They usually used RRIM 600 variety for
plantation. After Para rubber tapping, the latex would be produced more compressed rubber/rubber
dregs than rubber sheet. They suggested that the selling price of the produce should be at least 81.05
Baht/kg. (2) Before planting the Para rubber trees, they would plow the soil to be loosen. They
spacing were 3x6 meters or 3x7 meters. Almost a half of them were not lined at the bottom of holes.
They would grow new Para rubber trees to replace the weak ones which had been sorted out during the
age of one year. They would trim Para rubber branches every month or every year. Before tapping,
they would scatter the soil with fertilizer once a year, and they would scatter the soil with fertilizer
twice a year after tapping. They used chemical fertilizer of 15-15-15 or 16-16-16 formula along with
organic fertilizer. They controlled weeds by using chemical herbicides or cut them. They were rarely
faced with Para rubber pests and they did not do anything to manage it. Hence, (3) the farmers had
overall problems at moderate level. The problems were at high level including the uncertainty of the
selling price of Para rubber produce, and the support from the public sector. They suggested on the
guidelines for the extension and development which were most suitable for Para rubber plantation
including to organize the training course for them and to demonstrate the methodology of Para rubber
plantation.

Keywords: Process of para rubber plantation, Ratchaburi Province
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